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-/S39 
SPEECH AT THE OPENING OF THE A L L E N COMMERCIAL HOLDINGS L T D . B U I L D I N G 
BY THE P R E M I E R , DON DUN5TAN. 
2 9 / 1 0 / 7 1 . 
MR. A L L E N , 
( M I N I S T E R I A L C O L L E A G U E S ) , 
MY LORD MAYOR, 
YOUR HONOUR, 
MEMBERS OF P A R L I A M E N T , 
L A D I E S AND GENTLEMEN: 
IT G I V E S ME GREAT P LEASURE TO BE ABLE TO BE HERE TODAY AT THE 
OPENING OF THE A L L E N COMMERCIAL B U I L D I N G . 
FOR NOT ONLY I S THE B U I L D I N G A MOST WORTHWHILE ADD IT ION TO THE 
CENTRAL COMMERCIAL A R E A , BUT IT ALSO IS AN I N D I C A T I O N OF THE VERY 
REAL CONFIDENCE INVESTORS NOW HAVE IN TH IS C I T Y . 
ALTHOUGH ON A NATIONAL L E V E L THERE ARE I N D I C A T I O N S OF A SLOW-DOWN 
IN THE ECONOMY, IN SOUTH A U S T R A L I A THERE IS AN ATMOSPHERE OF 
CONFIDENCE AND BUOYANCY . 
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AND TH IS CAN BE SEEN NOT ONLY IN THE VERY LARGE NUMBER OF PROPERTY 
DEVELOPMENTS WHICH ARE OCCURRING , AND CONTINUING TO OCCUR, IN THE 
CENTRAL C I T Y A R E A , BUT ALSO IN THE LARGE NUMBER OF I N D U S T R I A L 
DEVELOPMENTS THAT ARE TAK ING P LACE THROUGHOUT THE METROPOL ITAN 
AREA o MANY OF THESE DEVELOPMENTS ARE P R O V I D I N G THE K INDS OF 
D I V E R S I F I C A T I O N NEEDED IN THE STATE TO ENSURE THAT WE ARE NOT SO 
VULNERABLE TO THE WINDS OF CHANGE, AND INDEED ECONOMIC CONFUS ION , 
THAT BLUSTER IN AND OUT OF CANBERRA . 
THE HISTORY OF A L L E N COMMERCIAL HOLDINGS L I M I T E D IS ANOTHER EXAMPLE 
OF CONFIDENCE AND BUOYANCY . THE COMPANY WAS INCORPORATED IN 
DECEMBER, 1 9 6 5 , AND WAS FORMED WITH THE OB JECT OF CREATING A STABLE 
PROPERTY INVESTMENT AND WORKING AS AN ADJUNCT TO ASSOC IATED COMPANIES 
OPERATING IN THE GENERAL CONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT F I E L D . 
DURING THE EARLY STAGES OF THE COMPANY 'S DEVELOPMENT , S E V E R A L SMALL 
O F F I C E B U I L D I N G PROJECTS WERE UNDERTAKEN IN AND AROUND THE NEAR 
NORTHERN SUBURBS OF S Y D N E Y . Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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IN S P I T E DF SOME P R E D I C T I O N S TO THE CONTRARY , T H I S T Y P E OF O P E R A T I O N , 
WHICH INCLUDED THE C O N S T R U C T I O N , L E A S I N G , AND F I N A N C I N G OF COMPLETED 
P R O J E C T S , PROVED H IGHLY S U C C E S S F U L . 
IN J U N E , 1 9 6 8 , THE F I R S T HIGH R I S E O F F I C E B U I L D I N G WAS COMPLETED BY THE 
COMPANY, AND WAS S U C C E S S F U L L Y L E A S E D TO WELL E S T A B L I S H E D AND 
S U B S T A N T I A L T E N A N T S . 
NOW, IN 1 9 7 1 , THE COMPANY OWNS AND CONTROLS E L E V E N O F F I C E B U I L D I N G S 
IN THREE S T A T E S OF A U S T R A L I A , C O M P R I S I N G A P P R O X I M A T E L Y 6 5 0 , 0 0 0 S Q . F T . 
OF O F F I C E S P A C E , WHICH I S L E A S E D TO GENERAL B U S I N E S S O R G A N I S A T I O N S 
AND TO COMMONWEALTH AND S T A T E GOVERNMENT D E P A R T M E N T S . 
THE P O L I C Y OF THE COMPANY HAS ALWAYS BEEN TO U T I L I S E THE S K I L L S AND 
C A P A B I L I T I E S OF I T S CONSTRUCT ION S T A F F AND TO CONSTRUCT P R O J E C T S IN 
THE SHORTEST P O S S I B L E T I M E . THUS THE AVERAGE T I M E OF CONSTRUCT ION OF 
THE MOST RECENT FOUR HIGH R I S E O F F I C E B U I L D I N G S BY THE COMPANY IN 
SYDNEY AND B R I S B A N E HAS BEEN L E S S THAN TWO WEEKS PER F L O O R , FROM THE 
START OF WORK ON S I T E TO THE MOVEMENT OF TENANTS INTO THE B U I L D I N G S . 
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FROM MY P O I N T OF V I E W , T H I S A S P E C T OF CONSTRUCT ION I S MOST I N T E R E S T I N G . 
NOT ONLY DOES IT R E Q U I R E A VERY HIGH L E V E L OF E X P E R T I S E ON THE PART 
OF THOSE INVOLVED D I R E C T L Y IN P L A N N I N G AND A C T U A L C O N S T R U C T I O N , BUT 
ALSO A VERY S O P H I S T I C A T E D APPROACH TO M A T E R I A L S AND METHODS . THUS THE 
P R E C A S T CONCRETE C LADD ING OF THE B U I L D I N G I S AN EXAMPLE OF THE 
A P P L I C A T I O N OF THE K IND OF MASS PRODUCTION T E C H N I Q U E S THAT HAVE 
R E V O L U T I O N I S E D HIGH R I S E B U I L D I N G S I N C E THE WAR, S I G N I F I C A N T L Y 
LOWERING COSTS IN THE P R O C E S S . AND, OF COURSE , I T I S T H I S K IND OF 
MASS PRODUCTION OF B U I L D I N G COMPONENTS OF Q U A L I T Y D E S I G N THAT COULD 
ALSO R E V O L U T I O N I S E OUR HOUSE BU I LD ING - . - INDUSTRY , AND S I G N I F I C A N T L Y 
LOWER THE COSTS OF THE AVERAGE P E R S O N ' S HOUSE . 
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THE A L L E N COMMERCIAL B U I L D I N G 15 , OF COURSE, ALSO AN I N D I C A T I O N OF HOW 
DEVELOPMENT IN ADELA IDE IS NOW SPREADING TOWARDS THE V I C T O R I A SQUARE 
AREA OF THE C I T Y , AND TH IS HAS E X C E L L E N T ADVANTAGES , IN TERMS OF 
CONVENIENCE AND SPREAD OF A C T I V I T Y IN THE C I TY SQUARE M I L E . 
IT CAN ALSO BE EXPECTED TO V I T A L I S E THE WAYMOUTH STREET AREA I T S E L F , 
AND CONTRIBUTE TO ITS GROWING COMMERCIAL , F I N A N C I A L AND PROFESS IONAL 
IMPORTANCE . AS YOU MAY KNOW, THE STATE GOVERNMENT 'S DEPARTMENT OF 
LABOUR AND INDUSTRY IS TO OCCUPY A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF SPACE IN 
THE B U I L D I N G , AND THEREFORE THE GOVERNMENT HAS QUITE A P A R T I C U L A R 
INTEREST IN I T . 
YOU KNOW, THERE ARE MANY PEOPLE WHO THINK OF P U B L I C SERVANTS IN TERMS 
Q O F M INUTES , DOCKETS AND F O R M - F I L L I N G - THAT I S , MINUTES TAKEN AT T E A , 
DOCKETS PA ID AT LUNCH, AND F O R M - F I L L I N G ON RACE D A Y S . 
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TH IS IS NOT IN FACT THE CASE - THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR AND 
INDUSTRY , FOR I N S T A N C E , ADMIN ISTERS THE S T A T E ' S I N D U S T R I A L 
^ L E G I S L A T I O N AND E F F E C T I V E EMPLOYER -EMPLOYEE R E L A T I O N S H I P S THAT 
SUCH L E G I S L A T I O N IS DESIGNED TO A C H I E V E . IT IS A V I T A L L Y IMPORTANT 
DEPARTMENT TO THE S T A T E ' S I N D U S T R I A L HEALTH , AND WILL BE MOST 
A P P R O P R I A T E L Y HOUSED IN THE AL LEN B U I L D I N G WHICH I S , AS I HAVE S A I D , 
A CLEAR POINTER TO THE C I T Y ' S PROGRESS AND THE CONFIDENCE DEVELOPERS 
HAVE IN I T . 
I THEREFORE HAVE GREAT PLEASURE IN DECLAR ING THE B U I L D I N G OPEN . 
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